Conqress of ¢ é United States

Houge of Representatives

WMashington, BC 20515
January 30, 2008
The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader _ Minority Leader
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Reid and Minority Leader McConnell:

As you continue to craft an economic stimulus package, we respectfully request that you
include an extension of the H-2B returning worker program. Without an immediate
extension of the returning worker program, small and seasonal businesses are confronting
labor shortages and increased economic hardship this year.

Small businesses are often referred to as the backbone of our economy, representing more
than 99 percent of all employers and creating half of our gross domestic product. The
restaurants, hotels, landscapers, carnivals, seafood processors, other small businesses
across the nation which rely on the H-2B visa program for assistance are an important
part of our economy’s success.

By January 2, 2008, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services had already received
enough applications to exceed the cap for H-2B visas for the second half of FY 2008.
With only 66,000 visas available each year, thousands of small businesses with peak
seasons in late spring and summer have been locked out of the visa process. Many
seasonal businesses will not have enough workers to meet their needs and some
businesses may even have to close their doors.

T'o highlight the immediate need for action, 64 Members of the House and 29 Senators
wrote to the President on January 28, 2008 urging him to extend the H-2B program fo
assist these businesses, As representatives of this large bipartisan group, we urge you to
include an extension of the H-2B returning worker program in the economic stimulus
package the Senate will soon consider.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you have any questions, please
contact us or have your staff contact Josephine Eckert with Congressman Bart Stupak’s
office at 225-4735.

Sincerely,

Mtmasdin,

Bart Stupak Thelma Drake

Member of Congress Member of Congress
rglﬁ Foxx

Member of Congress Member of Congress

/"'— ¥ §

Tim Bishop bl

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Enclosure




Congress of e Anited States
Hashivgton, BC 20515

January 28, 2008

The Honorable George W. Bush
President '

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush;

The H-2B visa program offers assistarice to small businésses who cannot hire enotigh American workers
during peak seasons, We ask that you, the Department of Homeland Security, and the Department of
Labor work with Congress to ensure that small businesses throughout the country can keep their doors
open this year. :

The H-2B visa was designed to provide access to non-immigrant, temporary workers for seasonal and
peak load needs when no American workers can be found. These foreign workers offer short-terin help
and refurn to their home country at the end of their season. H-2B visas are capped at 66,000 visas per
vear, Even with 66,000 visas a year, it still does not meet the labor needs of seasonal businesses.

To help fill the additional needs, Congress established the H-2B returning worker program in 2005.
Under this program, a worker who has received an H-2B visa in one of the threé prévious fiscal yeats is
not counted against the 66,000 visa cap, Unfortunately, after three successful yeats the returning worker
program expired on September 30, 2007,

By January 2, 2008, the U.S. Citizénship and Imm1g1atlon Services (USCIS) had aheady received
enough apphcattons to exceed the cap for H-2B visas for the second half of FY 2008, As a result,
thousands of small businesses with peak seasons in late spring and summer will be locked out of the visa
process, Many landscaping businesses, resorts, restaurants, carnivals, tourism industries, and other
seasonal businesses will not have enough workers to meet their needs. Some businesses have already
closed their doors,

H-2B workers and returning workers in particulax have provided relief to the tourism industry, seafood
processors, landscapers, resorts, pool companies, carnivals and other sinall and seasonal businesses
actoss thie nation. Reaching the second H-2B cap for fiscal year 2008 in January highlights the
immediate need to extend the returning worker program to help these businesses fill their seasonal labor
needs and keep full-time Americans working,

Without an immediate extension of the returning worker program, businesses will face labor shortages

and increased economic haidship this year. While Congress is wotking on legislative options, we
respectfully request that you, as President, use your Executive Authority to direet the Departments of
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Homeland Security and Labor to continne the H-2B retusning worker program as outlined in the 2005
legistation,

We look forward to your prompt reply to this request. If you have any questions, please contact
Josephine Bckert with Congressman Bart Stupak’s office at (202) 225-4735 or Erin Corcoran with
Senatoi Batbata Mikulski’s office at (202) 224:4654.

Sincerely,

| mem,aA Mikulski
U S. Senatm

Bill Delamnt
Member of Congress

Membel of Congaess

V:igh,al‘oxx T Tim BiShOP K, CiuistopherS ‘Bond
Member of Congress Membel of Congtess U.S. Senator

CandiceMiller  RickRdai Crtl Levin
Member of Congress Meniber of Congress 1.8, Senatoir
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y S, Senator ,

Thelma Drake
Member of Congress
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Member of Congtess U.S, Senator

Meniber of Congress
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Wayn Gilclnest
Membe1 of Con '

Josephi Liebelman
S Senatm

Paul Hodesl .... ' ToddPlattS.
Meinber of Congress 'Membel of Ciangres:

Member of Corigress

Mwhael Castle

Meﬂﬁm of Con jess

Member of Congress 08, Seintor

gi:i’Kind _
Member of Congress
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Joe Wilion , Carol Shea-Potter
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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~=teven Rothihan
Member of Congress

geita Jackson- -f 3'

Llnd Sanchez '
Meniber of Congress
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Mlke Ro gens
Membet of Congtess

Member of Congress

'DlanﬁDéGe&E —

Member of Congzcss

Member of Congress

Collm Petexson
Member of Congress

Je Z_I'Za!;e |
Member of Congress

"Barl Blumenauer
Meniber of Congress

" Arlen Specter =

"Joseph R. Biden, 11
JUS, Senator __

U.S, Senator

Ted Stévens
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3, Senator
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John Ketty

U.S, Senator \(
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Barbara Cubin ' “Thad Godh ea
LG, Senator

Allcn Boyd

gigber of Congress Member of Congress
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Steven LaToutette Panick leeu . Richaad Bun
Meitber of Congress M@bax _f anglfggs U.S. Senator |

_etex.Wech T Ken Satazar
Vigmber of Congress U.S. Sendtor
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Edward Marke}{ /Pete Hobkslra Amy Klgbuchar
Membei of Congtess Membel of Congress U.S. Senator

difn Sarbanes
Membel of Congress

Member of Congf@Ss-

C¢:  The Honorable Michael Cheitoff, Secretary of Homeland Secuuty >
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretaty of Labor _




